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Course Description: 
Global Studies 8 is a whole year course. It features geography as the lead discipline with a strong 
secondary emphasis on contemporary world history. Content drawn from citizenship, government 
and economics, enriches the study of world regional geography and further develops the 
interdisciplinary “Studies” approach. The Global Studies benchmarks pertain to four themes, 
offering students additional opportunities for integrated learning experiences. Students in Global 
Studies explore the regions of the world using geographic information from print and electronic 
sources. They analyze important trends in the modern world such as demographic change, 
shifting trade patterns and intensified cultural interactions due to globalization. Students 
participate in civic discussion on contemporary issues, conduct historical inquiry and study events 
over the last half century that have shaped the contemporary world. They analyze connections 
between revolutions, independence movements and social transformations and understand 
reasons for the creation of modern nation states. They learn that governments are based on 
different political philosophies and serve various purposes. By learning economic principles of 
trade and the factors that affect economic growth, students understand why there are different 
standards of living in countries around the world. (Minnesota Department of Education) 
 
 
Guiding Questions of Global Studies: 
How do geographers organize information about the Earth? 
Where are things located? 
Why are they located there? 
How does the environment influence human activities? 
How do humans interact with and impact their environment? 
What are the physical and human characteristics of places? 
How does the movement of people affect place and culture? 
How are places interconnected and how are those connections changing? 
 
Standards and Benchmarks: 
 

Essential Skills 
• The student will use maps, globes, geographic information systems and other 
 sources of information to analyze the natures of places at a variety of scales. 

 
Concepts of Location 
• The student will identify and locate major physical and cultural features that played an 

important role in the history of the United States. 
• The student will identify and locate major physical and cultural features that played an 

important role in the history of Minnesota. 
 
Maps and Globes 
• The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific and 

increasingly complex geographic knowledge. 
• The student will make and use maps to acquire, process, and report on the 

spatial organization of people and places on Earth. 
 

Physical Features and Processes 
• The student will identify physical characteristics of places and use this 

knowledge to define regions, their relationships among regions, and their 
patterns of change. 
 

Interconnections 
• The student will give examples that demonstrate how people are connected  

to each other and the environment. 



• The student will identify how technology made some parts of Minnesota more 
valuable at particular times in history. 

• The student will describe how humans influence the environment and in turn  
 are influenced by it. 
• The student will demonstrate how various regional frameworks are used to 
 analyze the variation in culture and human occupation of the Earth’s surface. 
 

 
 
Scope and Sequence 
This course will use a regional approach and study the following thematic topics within each 
regional unit: physical and human systems, land use and resources, population and migration, 
industry and economic development.  
 
First Semester: 
Geographic Skills 
Globalization 
United States and Canada 
Latin America 
Europe and Russia 
 
 
Second Semester: 
Middle East 
Africa  
Model UN 
Asia 
Oceania 
 
 
Content-based Instructional Practices (Habits of Thinking) 
 
To think like a geographer students need these habits of thinking: 
 
• Recognize spatial patterns. 
• Use maps and other geographical tools (globes, atlases, tables, charts, graphs, documents) 

to acquire, analyze, organize and report information. 
• Use mental maps to organize and analyze information about people, places, and 

environments. 
• Apply geography to interpret the past, the present, and plan for the future. 
• Analyze and interpret information obtained from maps, aerial photographs, satellite produced 

images, and geographic information systems 
• Prepare various forms of maps, graphs, diagrams, table, or charts to organize and display 

geographic information 
 
  
 Materials Needed 

• Textbook: World Geography- Holt McDougal, 2013.  Materials are online. We have 2 
classroom sets of books for students to check out. Students WILL NOT be getting 
a textbook to bring home. 

• The Nystrom Desk Atlas, Nystrom, 2010. These are for class use only.  
• Kleenex- Everybody should try and bring in one box. 
• One Spiral Notebook- For notes and classwork. 
• Blue/Black Pen or Pencil. 
• Colored pencils, markers or crayons. Bring if you have some. I have these in the 

room. 
 

 
Assignment Expectations 
All students are expected to complete ALL assignments and homework by the date due. You will 
have enough time to complete your assignments. There may also be some class assignments 
that you may have to complete at home if you don’t finish during class. Students are also 



expected to participate in class at least ONCE per week. Participating in class is considered 
things such as volunteering to read, answering a question, doing a current events presentation, 
talking in a small group discussion, etc. This is part of your grade and I will be keeping track of it. 
Since ample time is given to complete assignments a late work policy will be strictly enforced. 
One day late 20% off. Two days late 40% off. Three or more days off 50% off and a parent 
contact if you are chronically late with your assignments. Extensions are possible for excused 
absences such as illnesses. Completing work on time is part of your responsibility as a student. If 
you’re having any trouble, talk to me right away. I am more flexible when I’m aware that there is 
some type of problem that keeps you from turning your work in on time. Please communicate with 
me! I am here to help you succeed. I stay after school just about every day. Let me know if and 
when you want to come in. 
 
Grades 
I will be grading on a point/percentage system. I will be following the grading curve below. It is the 
Capitol Hill curve.  
 
90-100 = A    
80-89 =   B    
70-79 =   C    
60-69 =   D 
59-0   =   N 
 
Grades will be based on homework, current events entries, class participation, projects, tests and 
quizzes. Assessments will be multi-dimensional, creative and interdisciplinary. Tests and quizzes 
will be given with sufficient notice. 
 
Behavior Expectations 
All students are expected to follow all school rules and my classroom rules. I expect for all 
students to behave as 8th grade young adults. Students not following the rules or being willfully 
disrespectful will face disciplinary action. Parents will be contacted if issues with respect and/or 
productivity become an issue.  

• Be in your seat and ready to begin class when the bell rings. This means that you are 
seated with notebook out and pen or pencil in hand.  

• No cell phones or texting in class. If I see you, I will take your phone and call your parent. 
• No ipods or any other kind of music in class. Again, if I see it, I will take it and call your 

parent. 
•  Use your ipad appropriately! No games unless I assign them. 
• Wear proper clothes to school. No hats in class. 
• Behave well in class and listen to your classmates when they participate. Everyone 

needs to participate and be heard. ALL viewpoints are respected in the classroom.  
• I release the class when the bell rings. Stay in your seats until I say that you may go. 

NEVER line up at the door before the bell. 
• No gum, candy, food or soft drinks in class. Students may drink water. 
• DO Not interrupt me during class to ask for a bathroom pass or to use the pencil 

sharpener. Always raise your hand and get permission before getting out of your chair. 
 
 
Current Events Expectations 

You are expected to summarize 2 current events per week. One of these current events 
needs to be an international one. You can use any form of media- newspapers, television 
(include station, date and time), radio- (include station, date and time), the internet-( include 
website) etc. Your ipad will be a valuable resource for this. Use your ipad to look on CNN, the 
BBC etc. to find news stories. I suggest that you use a variety of different sources so that you 
get exposure to different points of view. Choose stories that are of interest to you. Doing just 
one type of current event is not acceptable. For example, it is not ok to do all of your current 
events on sports. I enjoy watching sports but I don’t want to read only about sports. 
Remember, one of your current events needs to be international. If we’re studying South 
America for example, look for stories on Brazil, Argentina or other countries on the continent. 
Each current event will be worth 5 points for a total of 10 points per week. We will start the 
current events the week of September 13th. More information will follow.  You can use my 
paper with the questions listed or your own notebook paper. We will spend a few minutes 



every Friday discussing interesting current events that you read about that week. Be 
prepared to share.  When doing your current events for the week, keep the following in mind:  
 
1. Tell the who, what, when, why of the story. Summarize the story in at least 3 sentences. 

2.5 points 
 

2. Explain why you chose this current event AND think of at least one question you have 
about it. 2.5 points 

       
 
Map Expectations: 
We will be doing a lot of maps in this class. Please label the following on your  blank outline 
country maps. Map information needed is provided using your ipad or the classroom atlases. 

1. Countries and major cities  
2. Waterways within and surrounding the continent. These include lakes, rivers, oceans, 

seas, bays, gulfs, etc. 
3. Landforms- These include mountains, deserts, rainforests, jungles, etc. 

 
4. Each map needs to include  TODALSS- Title, Orientation (direction symbol), Date, Author 

(your name), Legend ( the key that includes symbols for each item above), Scale 
(distance) and Source ( where you got the information). 

 
Other Items: 

1. History Day. You have the choice to do a History Day project or a country project. More 
information to follow in December. You will have one week in class to research your 
country. If you choose to do History Day, you must be prepared to do most of the work on 
your own. This year’s theme is Taking A Stand In History.  History Day is NOT required in 
8th grade. We do not get a lot of class time to work on it so if you choose to do History 
Day you will get extra credit. As stated, if you don’t choose to do History Day, you will do 
a country project on a country of your choice. More information in December. 

2. Model UN- We will take part in this next April. You will be assigned a country to research 
and become an expert on. We will have a school based Model UN conference next 
spring with ALL 8th graders participating that morning.  

3. Geography Bee- We will participate in this in late December or January. One winner will 
be chosen to possibly go to the state finals in the spring. 

 
 
 
This note is to verify that I have reviewed the syllabus with my child and discussed the 
expectations for Mrs. Sandstrom’s World Geography class for the 2016-2017 school year. 
Due by Monday, September 13h, 2016. This is your first assignment- worth 10 points. 
 
 
 
Student Signature and date____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Student Name printed__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Parent Signature and date_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


